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2ND ARSO PRESIDENT FORUM 
MADE IN AFRICA CONFERENCE & EXPO

SAZ successfully hosts 
ARSO Conference

THE Standards Association of Zim-
babwe successfully hosted the Afri-
can Organisation of Standardisation 
(ARSO) second edition of the Presi-
dent’s Forum where delegates from 
36 member States converged to dis-
cuss standards on continent.

ARSO president and Standards As-
sociation of Zimbabwe (SAZ) director 
general, Dr Eve Gadzikwa, set the tone 
for the conference where she under-
scored the need for standards to fos-
ter trade, inter Africa regional inter-
gration and consumer protection.

Gadzikwa urged member states 
to manufacture quality products that 
would be accepted internationally.

“Manufacturing sectors of African 
countries must be supported to re-
alise their contribution to economic 
growth,” she said welcoming the re-
admission of Morocco in the African 
Union, anticipating its ARSO member-
ship.

She announced that  2017 is the Af-
rican Year of Quality Infrastructure.

“As the host country of ARSO Presi-
dent’s Forum and Made in Africa Expo 
2017, Zimbabwe is excited to an-
nounce the launch of the MADE IN AF-
RICA magazine, a new quarterly publi-
cation which will carry success stories 
promoting “Made in Africa” products,” 
Dr Gadzikwa said. 

"The  African Union (AU) has adopt-
ed 2017 as the year of African Quality 
Infrastructure to speed up the conti-
nent’s drive towards a development 
agenda,”

“The magazine is a product that 
recognised the immense challenge 
ahead to achieving integration, indus-
trialisation and commitments."

“The potential to export uniquely 
African products is attractive because 
it presents the continent with an op-
portunity to participate in the global 
market, but it also sets clear inten-
tions to create new jobs. Africa has 
a huge number of SMEs which are 
creating jobs on the continent. Scal-
ing up Africa’s integration agenda and 
repositioning the role of standards is 
important for this young continent to 
secure a much larger market at home 
and abroad. Increasing its economies 
of scale requires greater pace to be 
take towards industrial development 
which will result in cheaper products 
for its growing population,” she add-
ed.

ARSO secretary general, Hermo-
gene Nsengimana urged other Afri-
can countries to join the organisation 
in order to improve standardisation 

on the continent.
He noted that only 36 countries 

out of a total of 55 AU countries were 
members and bemoaned that Afri-
can countries preferred trade with 
Europe and not with other African 
countries.

ARSO, director, Reuben Gisore 
implored African countries to value 
standardisation issues , noting that 
while there was political will from Afri-
can Heads of States , technical people 
were found lacking as they are not ad-
equately driving the standardisation 
agenda aggressively.

This has translated into low intra-
Africa trade that ranges between 13 
to 15 percent as compared to 70 per-
cent for EU countries.

“Some of the benefits of being an 
ARSO member are that, standardisa-
tion will assists member states in fos-
tering better utilisation of resources 
and reducing barriers to trade,” said 
Gisore.

“There will be no need to reinvent 
the wheel in standardisation as they 
will already be ARSO framework to 
guide the standardisation process,” 
he added.

ARSO member, Senegal has 509 
standards that relate to certification 
of fruits and vegetables, dairy prod-
ucts, grains and cereals which have 
been domesticated by the country.

Senegal representative, Sarr Bara-
ma said belonging to the continental 
body helped the country craft its own 
local standards.

“Some of the standards were 
adopted from ARSO, while others 
were borrowed from ECOWAS, a 
move that necessitates acceptance of 
the goods and services in the region,” 
said Barama.

Industry and Commerce Minister, 
Mike Bimha said Zimbabwe was in 
the process of developing the Nation-
al Quality Infrastructure which will as-
sist in conforming quality standards 
to international standards.

“A developed quality infrastructure 
is an essential prerequisite for African 
countries to have access to interna-
tional markets in accordance with 
modern principles. 

“Even if many products and servic-
es produced in developing countries 
are of high quality, it is nevertheless 
difficult for developing countries to 
market their products and services 
internationally, if the national quality 
infrastructure is weak and functioning 
below par according to international 
best practice.

Second ARSO President's Forum delegates .

Industry and Commerce Minister Mike Bimha with ARSO president Dr Eve Gadzikwa 
enjoying a lighter moment.
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Economic integration, 
industrialisation and 

transformation agenda
HE main objective of the African 
Organisation for Standardisation 
(ARSO) President Forum is to create 
opportunity to review the ARSO pro-
grammes and membership mobili-
sation to facilitate the main mandate 
of ARSO in facilitating Intra-African 
Trade and economic development 
and using standardisation a tool 
for facilitating Africa’s industrialisa-
tion, transformation and integration 
through increased manufacturing, 
value addition and innovation.

ARSO background summary
The question of Africa’s regional 

integration has preoccupied many 
African leaders since the early years 
of independence.

Many have viewed it as a tool for 
promoting economic growth and 
sustainable development and im-
proving the living standards of the 
African people, and as in the case of 
early African leaders, today, the sub-
ject of the African Integration, Indus-
trialisation and lately Transformation 
has been a subject of African leaders 
and policy makers in equal measure, 
with a strong believe that Africa’s 
development will be achieved only 
through the unity of its people.

Historically, regional integration 
has been a core element of African 
countries’ development strategies 
since their independence.

The Africa-wide development 
agenda, as championed by the Afri-
can Union (AU), is based on regional 
integration and the formation of an 
African Economic Community (AEC). 

This was laid out in the 1980 La-
gos Plan of Action for the Economic 
Development of Africa and the Abuja 
Treaty of 1991. 

The Africa regional integration 
roadmap considers the Regional 
Economic Communities (RECs) as the 
building blocks of the AEC. 

Although regional agreements 
may vary, all have the objective of re-
ducing trade barriers among mem-
ber countries and achieving a more 
industrialised and prosperous conti-
nent.

 At its 18th Ordinary Session in 
January 2012 in Addis Ababa, on 
the theme “Boosting Intra-African 

Trade,” the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government of the AU 
adopted a decision and a declara-
tion that reflected the strong political 
commitment of African leaders to ac-
celerate and deepen the continent’s 
integration. 

The Heads of State and Govern-
ment agreed on a roadmap for es-
tablishing a Continental Free Trade 
Area (CFTA) by the indicative date of 
2017.

The CFTA is a priority initiative and 
is one of the pillars for the imple-
mentation of the Agenda 2063 aspi-
ration for a prosperous Africa based 
on inclusive growth and sustainable 
development and industrialization.

Various reports by UNCTAD and 
UNECA show that African countries 
do not trade much with each other, 
meaning, they have been unable to 
fully harness the synergies and com-
plementarities of their economies 
and take full advantage of the econ-
omies of scale and other benefits 
(such as income and employment 
generation) that greater market inte-
gration would have provided. 

The production and export struc-
tures of most African economies are 
geared to primary commodities such 
as minerals, timber, coffee, cocoa, 
and other raw materials, for which 
demand is externally oriented. 

Most lack the industrial capacity 
for diversified manufactured goods 
to support trade within regional mar-
kets. 

Alexis Akwagyiram, in an article, 
Made in Africa: Is manufacturing tak-
ing off on the continent? 

BBC Africa (2014) points out that 
several African countries have en-
joyed economic growth in recent 
years but there are fears that a fail-
ure to develop manufacturing could 
prove to be costly. 

He points out that “Made in Chi-
na” is a stamp that is ubiquitous and 
can be found on a wide range of ob-
jects — anything from T-shirts and 
shoes, to watches and televisions — 
worldwide. 

The same is true of labels showing 
that an object originated in Taiwan 
or Vietnam.                                         To Z8

ARSO president Dr Eve Gadzikwa (far right) with winners of the best exhibiting stands 
at the Made in Africa Expo in Victoria Falls. Made in Africa Expo exhibition stands.
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...branding Re-defined.

Love for
Africa

SPONSORS

PARTNERS

The Standards Association 
of Zimbabwe express their 
gratitude to the above for 

partnering us for the 2nd Africa 
Organisation for Standards 

(ARSO) President’s Forum and 
Made in Africa Expo 2017.

 Nyasha Chingono

THE recently held African Organ-
isation of Standardisation (ARSO)  
2nd President’s Forum and Expo 
in Victoria Falls brought together 
member states as issues of stand-
ardisation of African products took 
centre stage.

The conference singled out 
standards as the panacea to the 
continent’s trade challenges.

Member states agreed on the 
need of standardisation to foster in-
tra Africa trade after presentations 
revealed plummeting trade within 
the continent.

 Intra-Africa trade represents a 

meagre 10 percent, compared to 
70 percent for the European Union 
where there are 27 countries.

Africa also falls short of Asia 
which has 52 percent, 50 percent 
within North America and 20 per-
cent for South America.

According to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) 2015 report, 
exports only constituted 18 percent 
of Africa’s foreign receipts.

With Africa’s combined consum-
er spending projected at US$2,2 
trillion in 2030 according to the Af-
rican Development Bank (AFDB) , 
the ARSO conference made a reso-
lution to intensify the drive towards 
standardisation.

The conference also addressed the issues of 
costs related to trade which are double in Africa 
than in other continents.

Costs of moving goods from one port to an-
other in Africa have been a major factor inhibit-
ing trade within Africa.

Industry and commerce Minister Mike Bim-
ha said the conference gives an opportunity to 
stakeholders, to interact with experts on stand-
ards and standardisation, sharing ideas on how 
to improve the quality of goods as Africa em-
braces global trade and cultivate its industriali-
sation, transformation and integration through 
increased manufacturing, value addition and 
innovation. 

“It is imperative that we adopt strategies that 
boost the productive capacity of our industries 
and build our capacity so as to develop manu-
factured products to export as we continue to 
negotiate market access bilaterally, regionally 
and at multilateral levels. We will need to rely on 
regional integration as a way forward to being 
part of a wider trade networks which will pro-
vide trading opportunities with other countries 
in other continent. 

“The fundamental principles of the rules in the 
WTO agreements, strive for transparency, with 
the aim of eliminating barriers to trade. All this 
will promote economic growth and sustainable 
development and improving the living standards 
of the African peoples.

However, regional and multilateral econom-
ic integration is held back by a low degree of 
implementation and lack of information about 
existing regional agreements, inadequate legal 
frameworks, weak institutional capacity, under-
developed markets and limited production of 
goods and services with export potential. These 
factors have resulted in insignifi cant Intraregion-
al trade amounting to 20 percent, compared to 
61 percent in the EU. The absence of an effi  cient 
regional market with freedom for goods, ser-
vices, capital and people undermines increased 
growth and investments,” Bimha said. 

“In order for Zimbabwe to take advantage of 
intra-regional trade, my Ministry is in the pro-
cess of developing a new National Trade Poli-
cy for 2017-2021. This policy serve as guiding 
document towards future regional industrial 
and trade arrangements for the country which 
will ensure that it participates eff ectively in the 
changing regional and global economic environ-
ment. However, Zimbabwe remains seized with 
the downside risks of its vulnerability to regional 
and global economic markets shocks, since the 
development of Zimbabwe’s trade and industri-
al policy has been and is intimately linked and 
infl uenced by its membership to regional organ-
isations such as SADC, COMESA, WTO and the 
Economic Partnership Agreements,” he added.

In a research done by Rosemary Mburu of the 
Institute of Trade in Nairobi , Kenya, it takes 28 
days to move a container from port Shangai, Chi-
na to Mombasa, Kenya at a cost of US$600 ,while 
it takes 40 days for the same container to reach 
Bujumbura from Mombasa at a cost of US$8 00 
which represents double the time at 13 times the 
cost.

Speaking at the conference, ZimTrade CEO, 
Sithembile Philime, said Africa needed to repli-
cate trade mechanisms in other continents in or-
der to realize value from intra Africa trade.

“Trade is dynamic and in order to be to be 
competitive, we need to be in touch with what 
is happening globally and also aim to be ahead 
in terms of addressing new needs as they arise,” 
Pilime said.

Pilime buttressed the need to inculcate the 
culture of megatrends which are globally sus-
tained macro-economic forces of development 
that impact on business, economy and society.

“Since megatrends are a permanent feature 
of business and economics, it is imperative that 
we in Africa, keep a close eye on them as we plan 
and execute our trading strategies,” said Pilime.

She said , standards were also crucial in fos-
tering investment in Africa as markets become 
standardized.

“Standards also make the characteristics of 
markets more transparent, in particular, for for-
eign producers and consumers and improve in-
vestment decisions,” Pilime said.

Pilime said Africa should leverage on the 
growth of the services sector which constitute 
70 percent of global GDP, 60 percent of global 
employment and 46 percent of global exports, 
measured in value added terms.

Standardisation key to 
intra-Africa trade growth

Industry and Commerce Minister Mike 
Bimha
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